
United States Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 10 

Park Place Building, 13th Floor 
1200 Sixth Avenue, WD-134 

Seattle, Washington 98101 
(206) 442-1214 

NOTICE OF PROPOSED ISSUANCE OF A NATIONAL POLLUTANT 
DISCHARGE ELIMINATION SYSTEM <NPDES) PERMIT TO 

DISCHARGE TO WATERS OF THE UNITED STATES, 

NOTICE OF STATE CERTIFICATION, 

and 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

Public Notice No .: ID-002646-8 

Public Notice Expiration Date: April 15, 1988 

1. Applicant 

Sunbeam Mining Corporation 
P.O. Box 57 
Stanley, Idaho 83278 

NPDES Permit Application No.: ID- 002646-8 

The proposed Sunbeam Mine is located in central Idaho, approximately 19 
miles northeast of Stanley in Custer County . 

Activities proposed by Sunbeam Mining Corporation <Sunbeam) will involve 
the use of conventional open pit mining techniques to remove waste rock and 
recover gold and silver ore for subsequent mineral processing. Mining 
operations will involve drilling and blasting of ore and waste rock, the use 
of front end loaders to load broken rock into rear dump haulage trucks, and 
hauling of ore and waste rock to the mineral processing facilities and waste 
rock disposal areas. The planned operations will result in disturbance of a 
total area of approximately 105 acres. 

Mineral processing operations will include crushing and sizing of the raw 
ore, agglomeration of the crushed ore product with cement, lime and cyanide 
solution, closed circuit vat leaching of approximately 2,000- 2,200 tons of 
ore per day, precipitation of gold and silver from a pregnant leach solution, 
refining of process precipitates, flushing and neutralization of residual 
cyanide in the spent ore. 

The proposed discharges include the disposal of spent ore to Pinyon 
Basin. Surface runoff from the mine, waste rock dumps and spent ore pile will 
be collected and disposed to Pinyon Basin. 

This facility is a new source as defined in 40 CFR 122.2. An 
environmental impact statement <EIS) has been prepared for this project by the 
U.S. Forest Service. The final EIS was published on .September 28, 1984. A 
fact sheet explaining the basis for the permit limits and conditions is 
available. 
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2. Receiving Waters 

Pinyon Basin: 
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The proposed receiving water for spent ore disposal, the Pinyon Basin 
wetland, consists of a headwater bog system characterized by palustrine 
emergent and scrub-shrub wetlands and a shallow lake . The entire complex is 
approximately 4.0 acres in size. Water enters the wetland through two surface 
water streams and subsurface upwelling through springs on the west side of the 
basin. Hydric soils consist of histosols and organic muck and vegetation is 
characterized by a prevalence of obligate hydrophytes . 

The proposed diversion of surface water flows <currently pending 
permitting by the COE pursuant to Section 404 of the CWA) and subsequent 
discharge of spent ore to Pinyon Basin will result in complete loss of this 
wetland system. 

Jordan Creek: 

The proposed discharge from the two mine dra1nage and runoff control 
circuits is to Jordan Creek, a tributary to the Yankee Fork of the Salmon 
River, which flows into the Salmon River approximately 10 miles from the mine 
site. Jordan Creek is the major drainage from the mine area and is a 
perennial stream with flows ranging from 2 to 35 cfs. Both the Salmon River 
<SB-10) and the Yankee Fork <SB-110) are classified by the State of Idaho for 
all designated uses, including drinking water and habitat for cold water 
biota, and as special resource waters. 

3. Tentative Determination • 

The Region 10 Office of the Environmental Protection Agency <EPA> has 
tentatively determined to issue a discharge permit to the above listed 
applicant. 

4. State Certification 

This Notice will also serve as Public Notice of the intent of the State of 
Idaho, Department of Health and Welfare to consider certifying that the 
subject discharge will comply with the applicable provisions of Sections 
208(e), 301, 302, 303, 306 and 307 of the Clean Water Act. The NPDES permit 
will not be issued until the certification requirements of Section 401 have 
been met. 

5. Public Comments 

a. Public Hearing 

EPA will be holding a public hearing on Wednesday, April 6, 1988, at the 
following location and time. The purpose of the hearing is to receive 
comments on the draft permit. 

Community Center 
Stanley, Idaho 
6:30 pm. to 10:00 p.m. 



-3-

b. Persons wishing to comment on the tentative determinations contained 
in the proposed permit may do so orally or in writing at the hearing as 
discussed above, or by submitting written comments. Oral comments will only 
be accepted at the hearing. Written comments must be received by 
April 15, 1988 , to be considered in the formulation of the final 
determinations regarding this permit. All comments should include the name, 
address and telephone number of the commenter and a concise statement of the 
exact basis of any comment and the relevant facts upon which it is based. All 
written comments and requests should be submitted to EPA at the above address 
to the attention of the Director, Water Division. 

c. Persons wishing to comment on State Certification should submit 
written comments by April 15, 1988, to the State of Idaho, Department of 
Health and Welfare, Statehouse, Boise, Idaho 83720. 

5. Administrative Record 

The proposed NPDES permit and other related documents are on file and may 
__________ b~e inspected and copies made at the above address any time between 8:30 a .m. 

and 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday . Copies ana-ofner intormatlon may be 
requested by writing to the EPA at· the above address to the attention of the 
Water Permits Section, or by calling <206) 442-1214. This material is also 
available from the EPA Idaho Operations Office, 422 West Washington Street, 
Boise, Idaho 83702 . 
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